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An Estudios Piramide production. Produced, directed, written, edited by Andres Duque.

By DEBORAH YOUNG

The only contemporary film in San Sebastian's Incorrectos
retrospective, Andres Duque's "Ivan Z." was included because it deals
with an unorthodox subject: Basque filmmaker Ivan Zulueta. An avant-
guardist of the '70s who left his mark on Spanish cinema, Zulueta
vanished from the scene, caught up in heroin addiction and personal
problems. Film is mainly of interest locally and to art-themed fests,
though it whets the viewer's appetite to see some of Zulueta's hard-to-
find output.

Venezuelan documaker Duque attempts not a biography but a small investigation into what has
become of the legendary director. Intriguingly, he finds Zulueta ensconced behind the walls of his
family villa overlooking the bay of San Sebastian, where he lives with his mother, who was a
painter, and dog. At 60, he still has trouble putting aside the picture-card albums of Bambi and
Peter Pan he collected as a child. Duque evidences his wildly fruitful imagination at every turn:
movie posters he drew, paintings, sketches and, above all, excerpts from experimental Super-8
films like his 1979 "Arrebato," shot on acid trips and heroin. The wasted years of such a gifted
individual leave a poignant taste.

Camera (color), Dugue; music, Duque; post-production, Martin Sappia; graphics, No-Domain.
Reviewed at San Sebastian Film Festival (Incorrectos sidebar), Sept. 18, 2004. Running time: 56
MIN.



